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Our Mission
To accelerate the opportunities and outcomes for our children by demanding nothing but excellence from 
the students, staff, and the community.

Our Vision
Accelerating the academic achievement of all students, in partnership with the entire community, to 
ensure that students have the attitudes, skills, and proficiencies needed to succeed in college and in the 21st 
century global workforce.

● December 1st, 2021- Early Release Day- Professional Development   
● December 3rd-7th, 2021- Progress Report Cards
● December 23rd, 2021 Intersession Day-School Closed 
● December 24th-31st, 2021- Winter Break- School Closed
● January 1st, 2022-School Closed
● January 3rd, 2022- Professional Development Day- Staff Only-School Closed
● January 4th, 2022 School Opens for Students and Staff

Important Dates 

The complete 20-21  SY Calendar with important dates may be found towards the end of this newsletter

Join the  Furman Parent Town Hall Meetings
@4pm

Via the Following Link:

https://bit.ly/3gWoXYy

December 6th, 2021

For more parent information check out the resource guide at the end of the newsletter.

December 13th, 2021

FLTPA Parent Voice @5pm
Facebook/Instagram/Zoom

December 20th, 2021

Parent Chat ’N Chew
 @ 12 on Zoom

Parent Information

Furman L. Templeton Preparatory Academy

https://bit.ly/3gWoXYy
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Ms. Ladaisha Ballard

Schoolwide Reading Partnership

To ensure the academic achievement of students, FLTPA is partnering with families to improve the 
reading proficiency of our students. We will increase reading skills by focusing on reading fluency.

Benefits of Fluency

Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression. Students who read fluently are 
better able to comprehend what they are reading to answer questions about the text. Practicing fluency makes 
reading easier for students, and thus more enjoyable. As student’s increase their fluency their confidence will grow!

An essential component of increasing reading fluency is dedicating time to practice reading and recognizing 
high-frequency words. High frequency words are the most commonly used words in English. Students are able to 
sound out some of these words. However, many of the words must just be memorized (sight words). Since 
high-frequency words are essential to fluent reading, repeated exposure and memorization are crucial for students to 
be able to read quickly and fluently. 

To practice reading and high frequency word recognition, all students will be given a fluency reading passage. The 
passages are short stories containing the high frequency words they need to know to be fluent readers. 

Parent Directions

Before reading the passage parents should familiarize themselves with the document. At the bottom of the story you 
will find a color coded key that indicates the words your scholar should know based upon their grade level

In the story “The Bake Sale,” pre-k students should be able to recognize the words highlighted in yellow. Students in 
kindergarten and 1st grade should be able to read the words in both yellow and green. 

In the passage “The Best Thing in the World,” second graders should be able to read yellow, blue, gray, and green 
words. Third, fourth, and fifth grade students should be able to read all highlighted words. 

Students should read the passage once daily. Parents should make note of what words students know and which 
words they do not. When students get to non-colored words, they do not know, it is important for them to attempt to 
sound the word out before the word is given to them.  At the end of the story, review the words your student got 
incorrect and congratulate them on the words they knew. 
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Measuring Success

Earlier in the school year, students were assessed to determine which high frequency words they knew using the Dolch Word 
Assessment. To continue tracking student progress, teachers will be assessing monthly using the same assessment. During 
the Dolch Assessment students are shown grade level high frequency words and asked to read them aloud. Student scores 
will be shared with parents so they can practice any missed words at home using the assigned reading passage. Student 
success will also be measured using reading levels. A reading level is a measure of your child's ability to read a text. It reflects 
how well your student can read independently. Reading levels help you choose books that are a good match for your child 
while still presenting a challenge. Reading levels are determined by using a fluency and comprehension assessment. 
Students read the entire passage or story to measure the number and accuracy of words read. Students then complete a 
comprehension assessment for the same passage or story. If students practice reading the attached passage daily, their 
reading level will increase. 

Grade Reading Level

Pre-K aa

K A-C

1st D-J

2nd K-N

3rd Q-T

4th U-W

5th X-Z

Resources for Assistance

Remember, we are here to assist you as you practice at home to increase your scholar’s reading proficiency. FLT uses 
different websites and digital platforms to provide more practice at home. Students can log onto Raz-Plus or Wonders to read 
different text, take practice high frequency word tests, and answer comprehension questions about a text. Additionally, you 
can always contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns you may have. 

Educationally,
 
Principal Ballard
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Core Value of the Month

Ms. Kimberly Davis

CORE VALUE OF THE MONTH

This month’s core value is integrity. Integrity is the practice of being honest and showing 
a consistent and uncompromising adherence to strong moral and ethical principles and 
values.

Synonyms: character, decency, goodness, honesty, morality, rightness, uprightness

Antonyms: badness, evil, evildoing, immorality 

What are some ways you can demonstrate integrity?

Be honest.  Honesty is always the best policy.  Telling the truth, even when the results of a problem may not turn out in 
your favor is always best. Others will build trust in you and respect your more when you are truthful. 

Keep your promises. Do not make promises you cannot keep.  Stay true to your word.  You will be respected and 
trusted.  If you make a promise you cannot keep, speak up and let whomever you promised know that you will not be 
able to follow through. There is a familiar idiom that states: Your word is your bond. Build trust in your word by 
keeping promises.

Choose what your heart tells you is right.  Most of the time, when we need to decide what to do or what to say, there is 
something inside that lets us know the right way to go.  Choose the right way.  If you are uncertain which way is 
upright, ask someone you trust to guide you.  If you think you are about to say something or do something that may 
hurt another, choose to be silent.  If you think you are about to do something that will negatively impact another 
person, do not do it!

Be respectful.  Sometimes, being respectful can be challenging if we feel we are not being respected.  This is a time 
where we can be our best and demonstrate integrity by showing respect regardless of what is going on around us.

Follow the rules. Whether you are in school, at work, in another country, on a bus, in the mall, at a friend’s house or at 
home, follow the rules, norms and expectations set in that place. Not only is this a way to demonstrate integrity but 
following rules keeps us safe, saves lives and sets us up to be successful as we move along.  

We learned about honesty and integrity – that the truth matters… that you don’t take shortcuts or play by your own set of rules… 
and success doesn’t count unless you earn it fair and square.

— Michelle Obama
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A Message From the Social Worker
 School Social Worker

Kristine Zwerlein- Rose

Hello Furman Families,
As we are winding down towards the Holiday season and school 
break, we wanted to share some information from the School 
Wellness Support Team.
First of all, we recognize that the holiday season can be difficult for 
families for a variety of reasons, and we are here to support where we 
can.  At FLTPA, you can make a referral for your child to meet with 
the School Social Worker, Social Work Intern, School Wholeness 
Specialist, Mental Health Consultant or our Villa Maria Therapist.  
This process is simple, you can call 443-836-6444 and speak to Mrs. 
Rose about what your student's needs are and we can match you with 
the most appropriate supports.  We are also able to assist you in 
connecting with outside resources as needed.
 
We also want to remind parents that we are continuing to have 
PARENT PBIS awards- In order to be considered for PARENT PBIS 
your child must meet the criteria for PBIS and you must attend one 
or more school meeting or event in that month.  If you do your name 
would be placed in a raffle and you could win dinner for 5 delivered 
to your home.  This month's winners are.........
Again please reach out with questions or concerns.
Mrs. Kristine Rose, LCSW-C

Hello from The Wellness Team!

Welcome Back to the 2021-2022 School year, I am the school social worker 
at FLTPA where I am starting my 26th year in this role.  I like to be available 
to families and students in a variety of ways and hope to ensure that this 
school year is smooth transition 'Back to Normal'.
As the school social worker I have a variety of services that I support or 
offer to children and families including: Individual and Small group 
counseling, crisis intervention, referrals for outside mental health 
resources, referrals to our school-based mentoring program, school 
pantry assistance, school uniform assistance and family referrals for 
outside resources as well.
I am also available to meet with parents virtually or on the telephone and 
discuss any specific questions that you may have.
I can be reached on my direct work line at 443-836-6444 or on my city 
school email kzwerlein-rose@bcps.k12.md.us

Ms. Rose, School Social Worker
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Meet the Wellness Team

Ms. Linda, 
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant

Linda has been working with Pre-K and Kindergarten children and families at Furman 
since 2017. Her focus is social and emotional development and how that impacts learning in 
the classroom and at home. Besides getting to play with children, Linda enjoys working 
with families to help them grow. At home, Linda enjoys reading, cooking, and Friday pizza 
night with her family.

Ms. Latoria, FCE Specialist

Mr. Jones, Wholeness Specialist

Ms. Rosa, Therapist

Latoria was an intern at FLTPA school year 2016-2017. She came back to support the 
students and families as a member of the Promise Heights Team in SY2018-2019 and still 
here today! She is excited to take on parent engagement to provide activities and 
opportunities for students and their families to build positive relationships with the school 
and community partners. Her key values are family, religion, and resilience. She is the 
oldest of six siblings and strives to be the best role model she can for them. She enjoys 
event planning, spending time with her family and friends, watching movies, and eating 
Mexican food.

Hello! My name is Ms. Kait Rosa and I am a therapist with Villa Maria. I provide therapy services 
inside of the school, as well as group and family therapy. Villa Maria provides treatment services 
for children and adults who receive Medicaid benefits, including individual and family therapy, 
psychiatric services, medication assisted treatment, respite, and psychiatric rehabilitation 
program (PRP). 

Hi, my name is Mr. Jones and I am the wholeness specialist here at Furman L. Templeton. As the 
Wholeness Specialist I give our scholars tools to become self-aware, to self-manage, to become 
socially aware, to build healthy relationships, to become responsible decision makers, to build 
emotional intelligence, and to be mindful. This is my 16th year in the school, and I love working 
with our scholars on all levels. So, lets breathe, self-reflect, and thrive!!!!

Trisha Arkoi-Decatus is the returning School Psychologist at FLTPA and a member of the Student 
Wellness Team.  She provides/supports a variety of services to our students and families 
including Individual and Small group counseling, crisis intervention, providing strategies to 
support academic growth and social-emotional wellbeing, and referrals for outside mental 
health resources. She is available to meet with parents virtually or over the telephone to discuss 
any specific questions. She can be reached directly at 443-579-5667 or her city school email 
tarkoi@bcps.k12.md.us. 

Ms.Trisha,  School Psychologist
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Wellness Watch

This month includes holiday parties and lots of holiday fun for most people. It is easy to overeat and over indulge this time of year. Keep these 
items in mind to help have a happy, safe, and healthy holiday!

1. Don't try to diet during the holidays. Set a goal of trying to maintain your present weight. That way, you have a realistic goal. You allow 
yourself to indulge here and there, but you don't go over the edge.

2. Pace, don't race. Pay attention to how quickly you eat and exactly what you eat and drink. Savor the flavor by eating slowly and choosing your 
food carefully

3. Make the effort to continue a regular exercise program. Exercise will help keep extra calories away, but it also can reduce the stress of social 
events and family get-togethers.

4. Don't go to a party or event on an empty stomach. Before going out, snack on protein, like chicken or cottage cheese. Protein satisfies and 
helps you eat less. Some people have the idea that if they skip lunch, or don't eat all day, they can eat more later, but skipping meals means 
you're hungry, and your chances of overeating later are much higher.

5. Keep an eye on your portion sizes. In the heat of celebration, portion sizes can be excessive. Instead of eating a large amount of food, try to 
eat a large variety of foods.

6. Don't let a hectic holiday schedule force you to eat fast food. Prepare and freeze several quick, healthy meals. That way, you have an option 
other than high-fat, fast-food meals.

7. When the party is at your house, put low-calorie and fat-free salad dressings on the menu. Pack the table with flavorful vegetable dishes, and 
make reduced-fat versions of your family's favorite traditional dishes.

8. Make decisions about what you're going to eat. Weight management is all about moderation and making healthy decisions.

9. Monitor your children’s screen time. When the weather is cold, it is easy to curl up and watch tv or play on tablets all day. Doing so is not 
good for your eyes or your brain. Set a screen time limit each day and encourage your children to play other games or toys when their screen 
time is up!

10. Sometimes the holidays are busier than a normal work/school week. Remember to carve out at least an hour or two of your day each day to 
relax and unwind. Your mind needs it for a reset and your body will appreciate it too!

Illuminating Intervention

It is hard to believe that students have been attending intervention for almost 2 months already! 
This month the students in grades 2 – 5 will take their monthly ANET assessments in reading and 
math. They will also be assessed on the Dolch Sight Words and their RAZ reading level. We can’t 
wait to see the progress that our students are making!

This time of year, it is easy for some to begin to lose focus. However, it is important to stay the 
course to continue to growth. If your child is part of the intervention program (reading, math, or 
GAL) please check in with them to continue to encourage them to do their best work. Ask them 
what they are learning, how they are doing, and what they are looking forward to during their next 
session.

If you would like to know more about how to support your child at home, do not hesitate to ask! 
Mrs. Benton is available by email at klbenton@bcps.k12.md.us during her leave.

Content Update & Tips
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Attendance Updates

Attendance Percentages 

FLT’s Attendance
 Goal: 94.0%

Grade Attendance

FLT Avg. 82.05%

Pre-K 85.4%

K 84.1%

1 81.6%

2 83%

3 82.4%

4 76.5%

5 82.6%

Attendance  at FLT

Here at Furman L. Templeton, we are always striving for strong and 
successful attendance from our young scholars. 

Each month our scholars who have perfect attendance receives a 
small prize and a certificate to celebrate their attendance 
accomplishments. Parents and guardians of students who have 
perfect attendance will also receive their own certificate for their 
contributions for getting their child to school each day. We celebrate 
our parents by placing their names in a monthly raffle for one lucky 
parent to win a gift!

We want every single one of our students to be successful and have 
good attendance. If you are having problems with getting your child 
to school, we are more than willing to work with you. 

Latoria Mackey, Community School Director
443- 813- 1522 
latoria.mackey@ssw.umaryland.edu

Dominique Butler, Assistant Community School Director 
443-930-1119
dominique.butler@ ssw.umaryland.edu

mailto:laoria.mackey@ssw.umaryland.edu
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Community School News

● Child First
● B’More for Healthy 

Babies
● Reading Partners
● YMCA 
● Little Flowers
● FEV Tutor

For more information Contact:
Latoria Mackey, MSW

Community School Director

● Promise Heights

● Breath Mobile

● Sharp Street Memorial Church

● Stanley Snacks
● MD Food Bank

● Chicago Parent

● Catapult Learning 

Partnerships at FLT

The Promise Heights Team at FLT

Latoria Mackey, Community School Director
443- 813- 1522 
latoria.mackey@ssw.umaryland.edu

Linda Callahan, Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant
401.207.3664
Linda.callahan@ssw.umaryland.edu

Nikea Taylor,  Early Childhood Assistant
443-930-0170
nikea.taylor@ ssw.umaryland.edu

Dominique Butler, Assistant Community School Director 
443-930-1119
dominique.butler@ ssw.umaryland.edu

We nominate, Stanley Snacks for School Kids, Inc., for this 
month’s partnership highlights. We would like to say thanks for 
being a dependable partner. We are thankful for your act of 
service in providing our students with snacks they can enjoy 
throughout their day!

Stanley Snacks for School Kids, Inc., is a non-profit 
organization that provide snacks to public schools for kids who 
suffer from food insecurity and hunger.They have been given 
the IRS status of 501 (c) 3 and are registered with the Secretary 
of State of Maryland as a Charitable Organization. 

Partnership Highlight

Owyn Otero. SSW Intern
410-627-1002
Ootero@umaryland.edu

Katie Plant. SSW Intern
410-627-1393
plantk93@gmail.com

Deiarria Alston, Parent Leader 

mailto:laoria.mackey@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Stanley-Snacks-for-School-Kids-Inc-100115888006218/
mailto:Ootero@umarylnd.edu
mailto:plantk93@gmail.com


Community School News

Alicia Matthews
“I am Alicia Matthews I am a Native of Baltimore City this is my second year serving as a Student Service Coordinator. I 
will working with Pre K / Kindergarten Students who have low attendance rates. I am committed to working with 
families on this educational Journey”.”
410-930-1138
alicia.matthews@ssw.umaryland.edu

Dayuana Thompson
“My name is Dayauna Thompson. This is my first year as a Promise Corps for Promise Heights . I will be working with 
FLTPA first graders. I love music and arts & crafts . I look forward to the new school year.”
443-930-1166
dayuana.thompson@ssw.umaryland.edu

Ebony Knight
“I am a Promise Corp member at Furman L. Templeton Elementary School. This year, I will be working with 3rd grade 
students. My duties are to track students attendance and provide resources to families who are in need.”
443-462-1493
Ebony.knight@ssw.umaryland.edu

Ms, Erin Miller
“Hello to all, My name is Erin Miller, and like to be called Ms. E. This is my first year as a Promise Heights Member. I 
look forward to dancing, laughing, and lots of air hugs with you all!.”
443-977-9312
erin.miller@ssw.umaryland.edu 

Promise Corps

Meet Our Promise Corps Members!

  Follow and connect with us on social media:
 
  Facebook: FLTPA Parent Voice     Instagram:FLT Parent Voice

mailto:alcia.matthews@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:dayuana.thompson@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:Ebony.knight@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:erin.miller@ssw.umaryland.edu
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Special Recognitions

Staff of the Month

Ms. Brown
Office Secretary 

Mr. Mitchell
3rd Grade Teacher

We look forward to being able to celebrate more 
staff and students in the future. We appreciate 
you all, keep up the good work!

Students of the Month

Karmen Pina Bre’asia Sorrell

Kai'den Booker           Tahira Mc Murray

Nora Martin Serenity Murphy

Khalea Prince Akaylee Jones

Savannah Davis   Serenity Hall

Katie Wright Daylen Stuckey

Tyler Forbes Carter Jefferson

Davion Smith Justin Powell

Kayla Gibson Danny Wise
Jahlil Powell

Ms. Williams
1st Grade Teacher

We are pleased to announce our first round of special recognitions as we enter the new 
2021-2022 academic school year! We would like to take a moment and acknowledge the 
following staff members and students!

Special Recognitions
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Stay Connected with Us!

Keep up to date with school events and communications on:

ClassDojo: Furman L. Templeton Elementary School 

Facebook: Furman L. Templeton Preparatory Academy

Twitter: @FLTprepacademy

Instagram: @FLTempleton    

Stay Connected. Stay Informed. Stay Engaged

● Subscribe to the school website for email communications

● Follow us on all of our social media platforms  

● Stay updated on COVID-19 and school updates

● Attend Parent Town Hall, PTO, and Parent Chat N’ Chew 

workshops!
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FLTPA  EVENTS
Events

Date Event Title 

November 19th, 2021 Fall Fest

Nov. 15h-19th, 2021 American Education Week 

December 22nd, 2021 Polar Express Day

January 24th-28th, 2022 Parent Appreciation Week

January 27th, 2022 Vibe n’ Paint

Parent Voice PTO  / Parent Chat ‘N Chew  Schedule SY 21/22

Date Parent Voice PTO Parent Chat N’ Chew

September 15th  9th

October 20th 7th

November 29th 22nd

December 13th 20th

January 21st 13th

February 16th 10th

March 16th 10th

April 20th 14th

May 18th 12th

June 15th 
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Resource Guide

LET’S GET INVOLVED!
★ Zoom Friendly Activities

Parent Voice 

Chat and Chew

Parent Town Hall

★ Health Initiatives

Breathmobile

Free Yoga Classes

★   School Events 

School Rezoning Community Meeting

Polar Express

★  Community Events

Fatherhood Classes

STRIVE Job Training 
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Every Monday at 5:45 p.m.

Work out with the best yoga instructor from 
Union Square. 

Please use the link below to join:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76322700798?pwd=
OU5hZnA0Q0NXTWNzWHNYZVhDY0lvZz09

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funionsquareassociation.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da157d9aea6bc3593aa7f9e132%26id%3D37ee63ce49%26e%3Db98b669b05&data=04%7C01%7Cmtine%40ssw.umaryland.edu%7C41cffda7c343440f5f5808d8f07ad21c%7C3dcdbc4a7e4c407b80f77fb6757182f2%7C0%7C0%7C637523757616320668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=h9Soeo8sXLuEvZVJIBGdprCjwOK3WYY8DFGlPEfrj8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funionsquareassociation.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da157d9aea6bc3593aa7f9e132%26id%3D37ee63ce49%26e%3Db98b669b05&data=04%7C01%7Cmtine%40ssw.umaryland.edu%7C41cffda7c343440f5f5808d8f07ad21c%7C3dcdbc4a7e4c407b80f77fb6757182f2%7C0%7C0%7C637523757616320668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=h9Soeo8sXLuEvZVJIBGdprCjwOK3WYY8DFGlPEfrj8Y%3D&reserved=0
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School Year 21-22  CALENDAR


